A n o t h e r P e n d u l u m S w i n g
T en years ago, there was talk of a "50-50" nation. The 2000 election had ended with Republican George W. Bush narrowly winning the White House in the face of a small popular vote deficit. And the Senate was split evenly between the two parties, with 50 seats for each.
Since then, though, the political advantage has swung back and forth like a pendulum. Republicans The GOP scored a net gain of 63 seats in the House of Representatives, six seats in the Senate and five governorships. In addition, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures, Republicans emerged from the 2010 election controlling both houses of state legislatures in 25 states, up 11 from before. Still, no one these days is talking about a permanent Republican majority. Rather, this year's balloting can be seen as the latest sharp swing in a volatile era of American politics, in which one unique and historic event is followed by another.
One can place the start of this era in 1992, when Ross Perot drew nearly 20% of the presidential vote as an independent. It represented the largest share for an independent or third party presidential candidate since Teddy Roosevelt in 1912. Moreover, the strong Perot vote helped elect Democrat Bill Clinton, who earlier in the presidential campaign had been labeled one of the party's "seven dwarfs."
Two years later, Republicans surprised the political world by abruptly winning both houses of Congress for the first time in four decades.
In the late 1990s, President Clinton was impeached by the House of Representatives, the first time that a president had been so threatened with removal from office since Andrew Johnson suffered a similar fate after the Civil War. (Both Johnson and Clinton escaped conviction in the Senate.)
Shortly thereafter followed the Electoral College "misfire" of 2000, the first presidential contest in more than a century that resulted in different winners in the pop-
• Republicans score a net gain of 63 House seats, the largest for any party in a midterm election since 1938 and in any election since 1948.
• The Republican total of 242 House seats is the most the party has won since the postwar election of 1946, and conversely, the Democrats' 193 seats is the fewest that they have won since that same election.
• A total of 54 House incumbents were beaten in November -52 Democrats and two Republicans. It is the largest number of House incumbents defeated in any general election since at least 1952.
• A total of 108 House candidates won with less than 55% of the total vote, which represents 25% of the entire body. It is the highest proportion of "competitive races" since the post-redistricting election of 1992.
• A total of 86.4 million votes were cast in House elections, which represents 66% of the 131.3 million votes cast in the 2008 presidential election.
• The vote for Republican House candidates surged upward by 8.8 million votes from the midterm election of 2006, while the Democratic vote declined by 3.4 million. Put another way, there was a 25% increase in the GOP House vote from 2006, compared to an 8% drop in the Democratic tally. But with Obama and the Democrats unable to quickly revive the economy, and the unemployment rate throughout much of this election year hovering near 10%, it was the Republicans who scored historic gains in 2010. The 63 seats they picked up in recapturing the House this year is the biggest gain for any party since 1948.
Sources: Vital Statistics on Congress
In short, the nation is in an unusual era of American politics -one where independent voting is on the rise, the two major parties are held in "minimum high regard," and external events beyond the scope of any party to effectively control continually buffet the political landscape. The result of late has often been election results that boggle the mind.
The division of power dictated by this election in some ways reflects the line up after the "50-50" election of 2000. Democrats still control the White House and the Senate. Come January, Republicans will dominate the House and a majority of governorships. But with our nation's politics as untethered as it currently is, do not get too attached to this alignment. Two years hence, it could very well change again.
Republicans won more than 60% of the governorships and Senate seats at stake in 2010, as well as more than 55% of the seats in the House of Representatives. But the GOP was much less dominant in the nationwide aggregation of the actual votes cast. There, Republican candidates received 52% of the ballots cast for the House, 49% for the Senate, and 48% for the governorships that were decided this fall. Over the Last Half Century:
Races

Presidents, Midterms and the Next Election
The huge Democratic losses in congressional seats and governorships in 2010 were not extraordinary for a party whose president's job approval rating much of the year was mired in the mid-40% range, while he and his party caught the large part of the blame for a sluggish economy with an unemployment rate stuck around 10%. More often than not over the last half century, significant midterm election defeats have been followed by the president's party losing the White House two years later. Note: In this chart, midterm changes in congressional seats and governorships for the president's party cover the entire election cycle and are measured from the previous presidential election to immediately after the November midterm election. As a result, they include changes produced by special and off-year elections and are not limited to the November midterm election itself. Last month, for instance, the Democrats lost 63 House seats, six Senate seats and six governorships, but their losses for the cycle as a whole were a bit larger. Presidential approval ratings are based on the last Gallup Poll taken immediately before the midterm election, while the margin (or deficit) of the president's party in the national House tally is based on the actual aggregated election vote for House candidates. The nationwide unemployment rate denotes the seasonally adjusted figure for the October before the November midterm election. A pound sign (#) indicates that Democratic Al Gore won the popular vote for president in 2000 but narrowly lost the all-important electoral vote. An asterisk (*) indicates that Richard Nixon resigned the presidency in August 1974 with a final approval rating in the Gallup Poll of 24%. The last approval rating of his successor, Gerald Ford, before the 1974 midterm election was 54%. This fall's turnout validated the pro-Republican "enthusiasm gap" that had been evident in polling throughout the year, while Democratic efforts to offset this dynamic by motivating the young and minorities to vote in large numbers as they did in 2008 largely failed.
The result: a pro-Democratic electorate in 2006 turned into a pro-Republican one this time.
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Largest Republican House Totals through History
Republicans will launch the 112th Congress with more seats in the House of Representatives than at any time since the 80th Congress, which was elected in the immediate aftermath of World War II. The Republican total of 242 House seats also represents the seventh-highest number of seats with which the party began any Congress since the GOP was created on the eve of the Civil War more than a century and half ago. Most of the largest Republican House totals came in a period of GOP dominance that ran from the mid-1890s to the Depression. Below are the seven elections in which Republicans won at least 240 House seats. In some significant respects, the 2010 congressional vote mirrored that of 1994, when Republicans last won control of the House. In both elections, the nationwide tally was 52% Republican, 45% Democratic. And in both years, a decline in the number of Democratic ballots from the previous midterm election was accompanied by a significant increase in the GOP total.
Election Congress President Total GOP Seats
% of House
But it was not as big a landslide for the Republicans in 2010 as it appeared that it might be on election eve. Some national surveys showed Republicans with a double digit lead among likely voters in the generic congressional ballot. Yet the actual GOP margin of 7 percentage points not only fell short of that but was not as large as that registered by congressional Democrats in the previous two elections when they won a majority of House seats. In 2008, Democrats had an edge of 11 points in the nationwide House vote; in 2006, it was 8 points.
Republicans did score some impressive gains across the country this fall, making many of the red states redder and a number of the blue states a pale aqua. In Democratic Massachusetts, Republicans quadrupled their House vote from less than 200,000 in '06 to more than 800,000 this year (although they failed to break the Democrats' 10-0 monopoly of the Bay State's House seats).
In the battleground state of Florida, the GOP House vote grew by more than 800,000, fully a onethird increase from four years earlier. Note: All Senate elections were for full six-year terms, except for those indicated by "@," which were for unexpired terms. Those in New York and West Virginia were for two years; the election in Delaware was for four years. An asterisk (*) indicates an incumbent; a pound sign (#) denotes that Sen. Lisa Murkowki (R-Alaska) won reelection as a write-in candidate. Her vote is included in the "Others" column. In all states except Alaska and Florida, the plurality is the difference between the votes for the major party candidates. In Alaska, the plurality measures Murkowski's margin of victory over Republican nominee Joe Miller. In Florida, the plurality indicates Republican Marco Rubio's winning margin over the runner-up, independent Charlie Crist.
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The data for all vote charts is based on official returns from state election web sites, except where noted. As of mid-December, the results from the Alaska Senate race were nearly complete but unofficial. Note: All gubernatorial elections were for four-year terms, except for that indicated by "@" in Utah which was for an unexpired term. In addition, the gubernatorial terms in New Hampshire and Vermont are two years each. An asterisk (*) indicates an incumbent. In all states except Colorado, Maine and Rhode Island, the plurality is the difference between the votes for the major party candidates. In Colorado, the plurality measures Democrat John Hickenlooper's margin of victory over Tom Tancredo, the candidate of the American Constitution Party. In Maine, the plurality represents Republican Paul LePage's margin over Independent Eliot Cutler. In Rhode Island, the plurality indicates Independent Lincoln Chafee's winning margin over the Republican runner-up.
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Results are from state election web sites and are official, with the exception of Iowa, Tennessee and Texas. In Tennessee, the returns were nearly complete but unofficial. In Iowa and Texas, the gubernatorial results had not been certified by mid-December.
2009-10 Special Congressional Election Results
The 2009-10 special congressional election season was divided into two parts. Note: Results are from the round of voting in which the winner was elected to Congress. In the special House election in the Hawaii 1st District, multiple Democratic, Republican and independent candidates ran together on the same ballot. Percentages are given in parentheses for the leading Democratic, Republican and "Other" candidates. In the Georgia 9th, the runoff election featured two Republicans. In this contest, the winner's percentage is indicated in parentheses. In the special House election in the New York 23rd District, Conservative Party candidate Douglas Hoffman drew 46% of the vote and finished second. Election results do not always add to 100 due to rounding.
Sources:
Results are based on official returns from state election web sites except for those from the Indiana 3rd District, which are nearly complete but unofficial. The 2008 presidential vote by congressional district is from the web site of Swing State Project, while the statewide '08 presidential vote for Illinois and Massachusetts is from America Votes (CQ Press).
